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Kenai Peninsula Fish Habitat Science Symposium:
Riverfront Redevelopment Preliminary Concepts

Project Purpose | The Vision + Big Ideas | Considerations for Riparian Health | Your Thoughts
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Redevelop and transform
Soldotna’s downtown to
achieve long-term economic
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Create a one-of-a-kind

riverfront experience

Support local businesses,
expansion and attract new
entrepreneurs

Highlight the Kenai River
and incorporate into the
Downtown

Provide housing options to
meet local needs

|dentify opportunities for
public and private
partnerships

ldentify critical
infrastructure to support
redevelopment

Explore options and
strategies for funding and
Implementation
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What are the current issues in th '
_ _ e project are
that may negatively impact fish ha%itcjat? ;
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What You Told Us! 4 rtimote
Z) JIDENTIY

Where is the heart of Soldotna?

Soldotna Creek Park

other ' f

14 . The Kenai River

Where to meet friends and family

Downtown?
#1 Response: !
Kenai River Brewing Co. (32)
7 6 #2 Response:
Soldotna Creek Park (28)

named
RESTAURANTS
and BARS
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What You Told Us! 4 rtimote
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What three words describe Soldotna?
TOP RESPONSES:

Where is the heart of Soldotna? “Home/Hometown” (21 “Community” (19 | “River/Riverfront” .

RESPONSES BY CATEGORY:

Nature Words ot Love GI"ﬂW"’h A{ﬂ"d’E

Soldotna Creek Park , > .
Community (19) River/ riverfront (17) Beautitul (5) Growing (7) Vibrant (5)
Families (&) Fishing (8) Awesome (3] Thriving (5) Fun (4) o Busi
S . Friendly {2) Healthy environment Safe (3) Budding (2] Engaging (3) S
r ' | . gus Amazing people Qutdoors Bountiful Potential (2) Active (2) o
> M ; ."'IE K‘E“ﬂl Rl\fEI' Healthy community Soldotna Creek Park Charm Improving Allve Hub/Center
: Inviting Exciting Opportunity Bustling
Supportive Alluring Up and Energetic
Welcoming Unique coming Recreation
. Peaceful Progressive
- n = ¥ A Relaxing Innovalive
Where to meet friends and family L=
Downtown?

#1 Respnnse:

Kenai River Brewing Co. (32)

#2 Response:
Soldotna Creek Park (28)

/76

named
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and BARS
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Downtown Soldotna is a
place where nature and
urhan gathering spaces
coexist, expanding and
enhancing one another

GATHERING Gavhae
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CONNECTED
PLACE

IDENTITY
The "Big ldeas™

The Kenai River corridor Is *

a woven blend of nature, "' >/ S
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Soldotna '’
- Erm:: Park {_‘.‘

Key pathways reconnect Plaza. - |
neighborhoods to the river N, Woed ey :
and destinations along Fishwalk Boardwalk “Plaza — *...Ii;':;;@l{_;‘je, ¥,
Sterling Highway and Trails Connectthe F--—-- x * /8

Riveriront - A

New & enhanced streets
support Downtown Hubs
as places to live, work, and

play
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Upland Trail +
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HILLIR]

Upland Trail +
Overiook

Overlook

12°-15°
Multi-Use
Trail
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PLACE

IDENTITY
The "Big ldeas™

RiVerside Hub
[, Kobuk Hub oo

— R a | Binkley & Biréh Hub
The Kenal River corridor Is el ~ ) S iy
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Key pathways reconnect Plaza. St e \ 3 .,,, A
neighborhoods to the river B Ny "\ ~ Park™ %", .:“[ "
and destinations along “Plaza§ Mgl s y
Sterling Highway ’,( ,,,-?‘*J
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New & enhanced streets Community Gathering gy =<

‘Bookends” are anchored

support Downtown Hubs
PP W with a Public Market

as places to live, work, and
play
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c 0 N N EcTEn |  Mentimeter

Gathering
Soldotna Creek Park +
Riverfront Plaza
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CONNECTED

Gathering
Soldotna Creek Park +
Riverfront Plaza
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CONNECTED
Riveriront
Gathering
Fishwalk

Bridgehead Plaza +




CONNECTED

Gathering
Bridgehead Plaza +
Fishwalk
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CONNECTED

Gathering
Bridgehead Plaza +
Fishwalk




\What kind of fishing access can this area  “"etm=
of the riverfront support?

0 0 0
No change in Increase Decrease
fishing fishing fishing

AdCCesSs accCess AaccCess




What You Told Us! ot
© EOERTED

How desirable is walking and biking to
downtown & riverfront destinations?

27

94%

B
3
L

Desire some sort = =

| frequently | would walk | would walk | prefer to | prefer to
Gf WA I'KI N G walk and or bike If short drive to the drive a

bike to there were distances riverfront vehicle

and_/ or B l KI N G downtown safe options between and walk the

destinations downtown trails and
ﬂpflon . destinations boardswalks
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What You Told Us! DY
SJCONEED “Walkability”

How desirable is walking and biking to
downtown & riverfront destinations?

94%

Desire some sort
of WALKING
and /or BIKING

option.
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Key pathways

@ extendtothe L 1
River

The "Big ldeas™

The Kenai River corridor is
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The “Big ldeas” Sterling Trail
| connects the
ey § corridor
The Kenai River corridor is i
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New & Enhanced
Streets

Whitehorse Yukon
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Wide Curbside
sidewalks parking

Slow speed
+ shared lanes

New & Enhanced
streets
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The Bridgehead District
New Street, overlook and
trail
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How can the design of infrastructure such as streets or public gathering id Mentimeter
areas support river and riparian health?
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What You Told Us!

Riverfront Dining Riverwalk
category ranked the highest with 26 cateaory ranked second
dots total.

Rank the most desirable experiences for downtown -

6 5 % 47% ] st _ Walkable Main Street

of respondees ranked of respondees ranked

WALKABLE MAIN STREET  RIVERFRONTENGAGEMENT 3.4 [ Cultural, Shopping, and Entertainment
in the top two most desirable in the top two most desirable
experiences. experiences. 4th _ Public Gathering Spaces

—

Main Street C
category ranked the high
49 soLoom

dots total.
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Homestead Dr.

30 L Sl ey

Riverfront
jevelopment

New Stréeig‘ Trail & Overlooks
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- H U B ey Homestead Elr.r
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Highway-Oriented —
Commercial

Trail & Overlooks

River-Oriented
Housing



\What are major river and riparian habitat  «Ventimeter
concerns with redevelopment?

Iinvcasive species

;Instrec:m sedimentation

;\/Vildlife corridors

Bank erosion from increased foot traffic/bank access
Ilmpervious surfaces & run-off pollution

ILoss of riparian vegetation

ll_ong term maintenance & trail sustainability

Other
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Subscribe to .. v
Soldotna Riverfront

Redevelopment

SOLDOTNA

on the webpage RIVERFRONT
REDEVELOPMENT

https://www.soldotnariverfront.org/

Email the project
feam

John Czarneski- jczarnezki@soldotna.org

Jason Graf- jason@firstfortyfeet.com
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